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WHEELCHAIR STAIR LIFT SYSTEM 
Designers: Steven Zetts, Hamad Nasser Al-Ajmi, Takeshi Maeda, Shawn Weaver, Mechanical Engineering Students  

    and Heng Aik-Hoong, Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences Student 
Client Coordinator:  Dr. Gregory Nemunaitis, Department of Rehabilitative Medicine, Medical College of Ohio 

Supervising Professors: Dr. Nagi Naganathan and Dr. Donald Leo 
Department of Mechanical, Industrial & Manufacturing Engineering 

The University of Toledo 
Toledo, Ohio, 43606 

 

INTRODUCTION 
A wheelchair lift system was designed to transfer a 
client in a wheelchair from the main floor of his resi-
dence to his basement.  A stairway must be available 
to other occupants of the house. The client remains in 
his wheelchair during the transport. Modification of 
the wheelchair has been minimized.  The system re-
quired replacement of the existing steps. It includes a 
cantilevered platform, a chain driven lift, and two 
structural channels for support. 

SUMMARY OF IMPACT 
The wheelchair lift system allows the client access to 
his basement.  It conforms to ASME codes and stan-
dards. 
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Figure 16.1.  Schematic Illustration of the Wheelchair Lift System. 

 



Chapter 16: University of Toledo  239 
28.25"

Bearing (2 Typ.)

Channel (2 Typ.)

Chain Sprocket
(2 Typ.)

Driveshaft
 

Figure 16.2.  Components of the Drive System. 
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Figure 16.3.  Platform with Front and Rear Gates. 
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TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION 
The design and development of the system consisted 
of four main parts: 1) replacement of existing steps, 2) 
design of a cantilevered platform to carry the wheel-
chair up and down, 3) design of a chain-driven lift to 
move the platform and the wheelchair up and down, 
and 4) design of a structural support system.  Figure 
16.1 shows a schematic illustration of the main com-
ponents of the system and depicts the platform side 
mounting, the chain clamps, and the channel support-
ing system. 

A steeper stairway was required, to provide clearance 
between the lift passenger and the existing header.  
This was a simple matter since the basement is unfin-
ished.  A stairway angle of 45o provides sufficient 
clearance.  The width of the stairway was reduced to 
27.5 inches to accommodate the platform support 
channels.  The new steps did not meet current build-
ing codes.  A “Non-conforming Permit” was obtained, 
given that the proposed configuration represented a 
structural improvement.  The door at the top of the 
stairway was replaced because it opened toward the 
stairs, obstructing the placement of support channels 
between the doorjambs.  A wider (36”) door, aligned 
with the stairway opening in the floor, makes it possi-
ble for the 27” wheelchair to pass.   

Two structural channels, below the platform, running 
parallel to the stairs, provide a support system.  They 
are bound by the 35” opening in the main floor, allow-
ing sufficient space for the wheelchair to pass.  The 
platform that carries the wheelchair was cantilevered 
using rollers on either side.    Each channel is lag 
bolted to the floor joists at the top of the stairs and to 
the concrete floor at the bottom of the stairs.  The 
width of the platform was maximized so that it just 
fits through the opening in the main floor. 

A chain-driven system provides a cost-effective 
means of moving a platform on rollers.  The drive sys-
tem is a brake motor flange mounted to a helical-
worm gear drive with a hollow shaft output.  Figure 
16.2 illustrates the different components of this sys-
tem, including a motor and a drive shaft.  The motor, 
obtained from Boston Gear, is splash-proof, with an 
output of 39 RPM (yielding a chain speed of 28 ft/min 
w/17 tooth drive).  The shaft has #40 chain drive 
sprockets at both ends.  The chain has a load rating of 
4300 lbs, 20 times the actual load. 

The platform shown in Figure 16.3 has attached roll-
ers that follow the support channels.  It descends at 

the same angle of the steps, 45 degrees.  Safety gates 
at either end of the platform secure the wheelchair.  
Polyurethane rollers, used as followers, offer a smooth 
and quiet ride, are lightweight, low cost, and require 
no lubrication.   

The platform is normally at the bottom of the steps, al-
lowing the stairs to be used in the usual fashion.  An 
open, spring loaded, pushbutton switch serves a call 
switch at the top of the stairs.  The passenger controls 
the platform while in transit, using with a normally-
open, three-position, spring-loaded toggle switch. The 
platform automatically stops when it arrives at the full 
up and down positions.  Microswitches at both ends 
are used to open the proper electrical circuits.  A 
spring retractable electrical cable reel provides power 
to the platform.  A sensor plate that covers the under-
side of the platform, required by code, has several 
lever-actuated switches attached.  If any switch is ac-
tivated, power to the motor is cut, and the lift stops.  
The electrical circuit schematic for this control system 
is shown in Figure 16.4.   

The 120 V AC reversible break-motor, operating at 0.5 
hp and 1725 rpm, is geared at a reduction ratio of 45:1.  
This AC motor network includes 4 sets of safety sen-
sor switches or microswitches located on the safety 
plate, at the rear gate, at the front gate, at the bottom 
of the stairway, and on the safety belt.  The safety 
switches at the front gate and at the bottom of the 
stairway are in parallel and linked together with the 
rest of the safety switches in a cascade form.  An over-
ride button feature is connected across and in parallel 
to all the safety switches.  This allows the user flexibil-
ity and authority in making a decision against any 
warning signal triggered by the safety switches.  On 
the other hand, the control system network runs on a 
separate independent DC power supply because the 
logic control unit and relays are incompatible with AC 
power supply characteristics.   

Two parallel toggle switches are incorporated in the 
logic control unit.  The one labeled “call box” is sta-
tionary and mounted at the top of the flight of stairs, 
while the other, labeled “control box” is on the plat-
form.  The signal from the DC power source is split in 
two when fed into the logic control unit.  One goes 
through a buffer, while the other is channeled through 
an inverter.  These two opposite signals then flow 
through two separate relays, located exactly between 
the motor and the AC source.  Both of these relays are 
SPDT (Single-Pole-Double-Throw) contacts.  The two 
relays act as the polarity flipping mechanism. The mo-
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tor stage (which depends on the correct direction of 
rotation to run) operates as desired when the joystick 
toggle switch is pushed or pulled. 

This project was budgeted at $2,000.  Total spending 
did not exceed $300, as local businesses and friends of 
the client donated about $1700.  Contributions in-
cluded: a motor and gear box, donated by Boston 

Gear; materials donated by E & C Manufacturing and 
Art Iron Inc., both from Toledo, Ohio; machining of 
several parts, by Custom Machine & Tool from Pal-
myra, WI;  and construction the new stairway, by the 
woodworking shop of Sylvania Southview High 
School. 
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Figure 16.4.  Schematic of the Electric Circuit for the Control System. 
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FOLDING SHOWER/COMMODE CHAIR 
Designers: Theodore Mosler, Matthew Beier, Nathan Newlove, Ahmad Al-Jasem, Ali Al-Luqman, Ahmad Awad, 

    Bachmai Cao, Mathew Steiner, Tynesha Wells, Ling Mei Wong 
Client Coordinator: Dr. Gregory Nemunaitis, Department of Rehabilitative Medicine, Medical College of Ohio 

Supervising Professors: Dr. Donald Leo and Dr. Nagi Naganathan 
Department of Mechanical, Industrial & Manufacturing Engineering 

The University of Toledo 
Toledo, Ohio, 43606 

 

INTRODUCTION 
A folding shower/commode chair facilitates travel for 
a person with tetraplegia.  The prototype is light-
weight and includes folding armrests, a transfer seat, 
and interchangeable cushions.  It can be folded to be 
compact for travel and storage.  The front legs rotate 
towards the back. The armrests disengage from the 
seat frame and rotate upward 90 degrees for chair ac-
cess and downward 270 degrees for travel and stor-
age. The seat frame folds upward against the back 
frame.  The chair frame, seat frame, transfer seat, and 
armrest are aluminum. The seats, armrests, and back 
support cushions are made of Wolmanized plywood 
and covered with a layer of foam and vinyl for com-
fort. 

Figures 16.5 and 16.6 illustrate the shower/commode 
chair, in both folded and unfolded positions. 

SUMMARY OF IMPACT 
The shower/commode chairs being used at the Medi-
cal College of Ohio serve dual purposes.  They can be 
put into a bathtub for an individual to sit down and 
take a shower, or they can be wheeled directly over a 
standard toilet or a space large enough for a recepta-
cle to be placed underneath.  Wheels with brakes al-
low the chair to move freely or lock in place.  How-
ever, these chairs are too bulky for travel. For auto-
mobile travel, they must fold to a compact size.   

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION 
The criteria specified by the client were that the chair 
be compact and lightweight, have a strong back piece 
to support the user, have rigid armrests to provide 
support, something to prevent water from escaping 
onto the floor, and armrests for easy transfer from the 
wheelchair to the shower/commode chair and vice 
versa.  To prevent pressure sores, the client requested 
that the seats be padded and interchangeable - one for 
 

Figure 16.5.  Unfolded Shower/Commode Chair . 

 

Figure 16.6.  Folded Shower/Commode Chair. 
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the commode and one for the shower chair.  Wheels 
were not necessary.   

The chair is 36 inches high and 18.5 inches wide, 
which allows it to fit inside a standard bathtub, and 
still fit over the largest commercial or residential toilet.  
When completely folded, its height and width do not 
change, but its depth decreases from 18 to 4 inches.   

The chair frame was constructed from 7/8 inch 6061-
T6 anodized black aluminum tubing, which offers 
good mechanical strength and is ideal for welding.  It 
folds so that the back of the frame, made from bent 
aluminum tubing, remains rigid.  The seat folds up 
toward the back. One of the front legs folds toward 
the front, the other toward the back. The armrests fold 
down.   

The seat is connected to the back of the chair frame by 
a continuous aluminum hinge, which evenly distrib-
utes the load applied to the seat across the seat's back 
support.  The front legs are connected to the back 
frame by horizontal tubes and sleeves which rotate 
about the back legs, locking in the open or closed posi-
tion via pull ring spring plungers.  With the spring 
plunger pin protruding through the rotating sleeve, it 
can be easily guided into two holes drilled in the back 
leg for the open and closed positions.  By pulling on 
the ring handle and rotating the front leg, the ring 
may be released and the leg turned until it snaps into 
position.   

The frame was connected using mechanical fasteners 
and welding.  A back brace was used to provide the 
seat back support.  A continuous hinge on the back 
brace allows the seat frame to be folded up. Alumi-
num angles, with leg dimensions 1 x 1 x  3/16 inches,  
were used for the back brace and the seat frame.  The 
inside dimension of the seat frame is 18.5 by 16 inches.   

Holes were drilled in the side angles of the seat frame, 
to allow the transfer board and armrests to lock in 
place.  The armrest consists of two main parts, the 
pivoting arm and the leg.  The arm is made of 1 x 1 
inch channel, 1/8 inch thick.  Mounted on the arm is a 
1/2 inch vinyl-covered cushion placed over a piece of 

wolmanized plywood.  The leg, made of aluminum 
tubing (OD of 5/8 inches, wall thickness of 0.065 
inches), rotates about a pivot on the arm.  A plastic 
stopper and a handle are also mounted on the leg.   

The armrest can be folded up along the back frame, 
allowing the user to transfer from a wheelchair to the 
shower/commode chair, and vice versa.  The armrest 
can be folded by rotating it 270 degrees in the down-
ward position so that the height of the folded chair 
will not exceed the height of the back frame.  A trans-
fer seat can be attached to the right or to the left side 
of the shower/commode chair.  Its legs are adjustable 
to account for any height difference that may occur 
between the bathroom floor and the base of the bath-
tub.   

Four water resistant cushions were designed: a 
shower seat cushion, a commode seat cushion, a trans-
fer seat cushion, and a backrest cushion.  Also, two 
armrest cushions were added to provide padding for 
the armrests.  All of the cushions were constructed by 
wrapping marine vinyl around a piece of open cell 
foam and Wolmanized plywood.  The open cell foam 
provides soft padding on top of the plywood, which 
provides support.  An elliptical hole was centered on 
the commode seat cushion.  In order to prevent water 
from spilling from the bathtub, the transfer seat cush-
ion tilts to an angled position, channeling any water 
that runs onto the transfer seat back into the bathtub.   

All design calculations conform to the structural 
strength specifications of the American with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA).  The total weight of the main chair is 
20.7 lbs., the weight of its frame being 7.2 lbs. and the 
weight of its cushions 13.5 lbs.  The total weight of the 
transfer seat is 6.9 lbs., the weight of its frame being 
3.2 lbs. and the weight of its cushion 3.7 lbs.  The total 
combined weight of the chair, the transfer seat and 
cushions is 27.6 lbs.  The cost for parts was $600.  Con-
struction of the chair was done at Bionix Development 
Corporation in Toledo, Ohio, and at the University of 
Toledo Mechanical, Industrial and Manufacturing 
Engineering machine shop. 
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GRASS  FUNCTIONING  WHEELCHAIR TIRE  
ASSEMBLY 

Designers: James Johnson, Anthony Kehres, Mohamad Badreddine, Faisal Omar Mahroogi, 
Client Coordinator:  Dr. Gregory Nemunaitis 

Rehabilitative Medicine, Medical College of Ohio and St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center 
Supervising Professor: Dr. Nagi Naganathan 

Department of Mechanical, Industrial & Manufacturing Engineering 
The University of Toledo 

Toledo, Ohio, 43606 
 

INTRODUCTION 
A universal castor enables patients in wheelchairs to 
traverse various types of terrain while retaining ma-
neuverability.  The design incorporates a wide tire to 
increase maneuverability on soft surfaces and a raised 
center to retain chair performance on hard surfaces.  
Computer controlled machining was used to machine 
the tires since they incorporated a series of large radii 
in their profiles.  Large radii create a smooth transition 
between the various surfaces on the tires, improving 
function by reducing the perpendicular forces that 
oppose turning, and by introducing a vertical force 
component that promotes a sliding effect to improve 
turning.   

SUMMARY OF IMPACT 
The client is an active person with paraplegia who 
uses a wheelchair that has the tendency to sink into 
the soil and tip over.  A new tire/wheel assembly was 
designed and manufactured to maintain the current 
wheelchair maneuverability on hard surfaces while 
improving it on softer terrain.  The new tire showed 
an improvement in supporting the load by exhibiting 
a decrease in the sinking depth from 2" to 0.5".  Im-
provements in the turning and transition movements 
on dry lawn surfaces were also achieved.   

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION 
With the original wheelchair tire assembly, the front 
tires were sinking into the soil as client traversed his 
lawn. Forward movement was difficult and turning 
nearly impossible.  The main problem was to prevent 
the front wheels from sinking into the soil.  This could 
be achieved either by shifting the center of mass so 
that less weight would be put on the front tires, or by 
increasing the surface area of the tire to provide better 
weight distribution.  Because increasing the contact 
area of the tire would cause a decrease in maneuver-
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cludes a three-piece tire/rim assembly in which the 
two-rim section is made of polypropylene and the tire 
is made of polyethylene.  Polypropylene was selected 
for its hardness, rigidity, and low reactivity.  Polyeth-
ylene was selected for low reactivity, good wear resis-
tance, and sufficient stiffness.  The tire assembly turns 
inside a fork made of 1 in. thick stainless steel plates.  
The tire assembly is also mounted on a 5/8 in. diame-
ter stainless steel shaft using 2 radial bearings (shown 
in Figure 16.8), each having 2 seals.  Each bearing is 
rated at 500 lbs.  The width of the new tire was chosen 
as 3 inches as opposed to the 1.25 in. width of the 
original manufacturer tire.  The commonly used Bear-
ing Capacity Equation was used to calculate the re-
quired area to support the weight of the client and his 
wheelchair.  The trial and error method was then used 
to determine the sinking depth that produced the cal-
culated support area; this depth was estimated as 2.0" 
for the manufacturer tire and 0.5" for the new wide 
tire.  Reduced sinking caused a reduction in the side 
forces that oppose turning.   

The tire profile, shown in Figure 16.9, incorporates a 
bell-raised center to maintain the present maneuver-
ability on hard surfaces.  The raised center has smooth 
sloping radii with no sharp edges.  The purpose of the 
radii is to minimize the perpendicular contact of op-
posing forces while turning in soft surfaces when the 
raised center is embedded in the soil.  By avoiding 
normal contact there is a vertical force component that 
reduces resistance and induces sliding over the soil 
instead of soil displacement.  This sliding effect fur-
ther enhances turning ability on soft surfaces.  Treads 
were omitted to reduce friction.   

Computer numerically controlled (CNC) machining 
was employed to manufacture the tires.  All compo-
nents were manufactured at the Mechanical Engineer-
ing machine shop, including the CNC machining.   

To analyze the characteristics and the effectiveness of 
the design, subjective and objective data were col-
lected through a series of test runs using the proto-
type.  During each run, the forces required to initiate 
the movement are directly measured using a series of 
linear spring scales attached to the drive wheels.  Af-
ter the run is complete, the operator fills out a ques-
tionnaire, using a 1 to 10 scale, 10 being excellent and 
1 being poor.  Tests were conducted on concrete and 
on dry lawn.  Five types of maneuver were evaluated: 
360 degrees right and left turns, forward and reverse 
motions of 10 feet, and forward to reverse motion.   

During the right (left) turn test, the wheelchair was 
positioned on the test surface with the right (left) 
wheel brake in the on position.  With the chair sta-
tionary, a force is applied to the left (right) rear tire to 
create the 360 degrees turning motion.  During the 
forward (reverse) motion test, the wheelchair is posi-
tioned on the test surface and moved forward (re-
verse) 2 to 3 feet to align the front wheels with the rear 
wheels.  With the chair stationary, equal forces are 
applied to both rear tires simultaneously to create a 10 
ft forward (reverse) motion.  During the forward to 
reverse motion test, the wheelchair is positioned on 
the test surface and moved forward 2 to 3 feet to align 
the front wheels with the rear wheels.  With the chair 
stationary, equal forces are applied to both rear tires 
simultaneously to create a reverse motion that contin-
ues until the front tires are realigned with the rear 
tires.   

Test results indicate improvements on dry lawn sur-
faces over the standard tire in turning and transition 
movements.  The rigidity of the tire material causes 
damage to the interior flooring, so a material change is 
recommended.  

The cost of all material is $225.   
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HAND  POWERED BIKE 
Designers: Justin Daugherty, Omar Alzaffin, Steven Emerick, Easa Obaid Al-Suwaidi 

Client Coordinator: Dr. Gregory Nemunaitis, Department of Rehabilitative Medicine, Medical College of Ohio 
Supervising Professors: Dr. Nagi Naganathan and Dr. Donald Leo 

Department of Mechanical, Industrial & Manufacturing Engineering 
The University of Toledo 

Toledo, Ohio, 43606 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this project was to build a hand-
powered bike for a client with quadriplegia.  A Joy-
rider, an adult tricycle, was adapted to allow the client 
to transfer power to the rear wheel via hand pedaling.  
A constant velocity (CV) joint was employed and 
added to the bike to accomplish this task.  The adapta-
tion of the tricycle also included developing a driving 
system, consisting of a driving shaft attached to the 
CV joint, a transmission shaft, a sprocket, and a chain. 
Reconfiguring the pedaling system required the use of 
custom-made U-shaped handgrips, a footrest, and a 
specially designed fork.   The original fork was re-
placed because it was not suitable for driving the bike 
with the pedals on top of it.  The adapted bike, includ-
ing its seat and footrest, functions much like a wheel-
chair. 

SUMMARY OF IMPACT 
A patient with a spinal cord injury has no control over 
most of his muscles, from the chest down.  He has 
good arm movement, but limited gripping power in 
his hands and fingers.  Before his injury,  the client 
had been an avid road biker and wanted to get back 
into the sport.  Most of the bikes on the market for 
people with physical challenges have front wheel 
drive, which did not work for the client.  The front tire 
would slip, making it difficult to operate while going 
uphill or riding on loose stones.  Another problem in 
available designs is that they require the rider to lean 
during turns.  Without control over his trunk muscles, 
the client cannot drive them.   

The client tested the adapted tricycle, which met most 
of the design objectives. 

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION 
There are few rear-steering tricycles. One disadvan-
tage associated with them is that, in turning aside to 
avoid an obstacle, the rear wheels often foul and hit 
the obstacle, even when the front wheel has cleared 
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pull and release device.  A self-indexing device was 
employed to lock the caliper in place. 

A custom made u-shaped handgrip is used to transfer 
power from the patient’s arms to the back wheel.  This 
grip was designed to accommodate the client’s limited 
gripping ability.  It has front and back pads.  The front 
pad is ergonomically designed so that the hand forms 
comfortably to it.  The back pad helps to hold the 
rider’s hand up against the front pad.  The handgrip is 
oriented vertically instead of horizontally, as it would 
be in most bicycle pedaling systems, because the ver-
tical orientation allows for more natural placement of 
the hands throughout the cycling motion. 

Carbon steel with yield strength of 120,000 psi was 
used for the driving shaft, which has a length of 8 
inches.  A force of 100 lbs on each pedal was esti-
mated.  The pushing and pulling forces on the pedals, 
along with the weight of the rider’s arms and other 
bike parts (the CV joint, the chain and the sprocket) 
will bend and twist the shaft.  The maximum bending 
moments and maximum torques acting on the shaft 
were estimated.  A 0.80-inch shaft was selected corre-
sponding to a factor of safety of 3. 

The fork of the bike as purchased could not be used 
because it was not suitable for driving the bike with 
the pedals on top.  A new fork was designed and 
built.  It was welded to the lower part of the original 
fork after the upper handlebars were removed, as 
shown in Figure 16.11.  Three tubes with two different 
tubing sizes were used for the new fork: two tubes 
with an OD of 1.05 in., a thickness of 0.109 in, and a 
length of 11.5 in., and one tube with an OD of 1.66 in., 
a thickness of 0.134 in., and a length of 8.25 in.  All 
tubes are made of ASTM structural steel tubing with a 
minimum tensile strength of 58,000 psi.  The two 
longer tubes were welded to two upper steel plates 
that hold the flange bearings of the driving shaft.  
These two tubes were then welded together to a steep 
plate to form a U-shaped part.  The third and shorter 
tube was welded from its top to the U shaped part, 
forming the new fork. 
Figure 16.11.  Bicycle After Adaptation. 
The CV joint and the driving shaft were fabricated at 
Dana Corporation, Toledo, Ohio.  The original upper 
part of the fork, handlebars, chain guard, and feet 
pedals were first removed from the original bike.  The 
new fork was then welded to the lower part of the 
original fork.  The CV joint and the driving shaft were 
mounted with flange bearings to the steering system 
at the top of the U shape part of the new fork.  The 
custom-made handgrips were then attached to the 
crank arms that were fixed to the end of the driving 
shaft. 

A transmission shaft was mounted where the original 
crank had been.  The same diameter of 0.625 inches 
was used for this shaft, the length of which is 21 
inches.  The transmission shaft was made from 
stainless steel, with a yield strength of 40,000 psi.  A 
custom made footrest, welded to the main frame, was 
attached in place of the foot pedals after the pedaling 
system was reconfigured.  A chain guard was added 
to protect the rider, and a bully tensioner was used as 
a chain guide.  All fabricated components are painted 
silver.   

The costs of all parts, including the purchased Joy-
rider, totaled $550. 
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HAND ASSIST 
Designers: Jill Phillips, Julia Lintern, Jill Scandridge, Mechanical Engineering Students 
     and Seth Carmody, Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences Student 

Client Coordinator: Dr. Gregory Nemunaitis, Department of Rehabilitative Medicine, Medical College of Ohio 
Supervising Professors: Dr. Donald Leo 

Department of Mechanical, Industrial & Manufacturing Engineering 
The University of Toledo 

Toledo, Ohio, 43606 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 
An electrically controlled handgrip and release or-
thotic was designed for a client with quadriplegia due 
to a fifth cervical spinal cord injury.  The prototype 
employs a forward/reverse switch to control power.  
An electric lead routes this signal into an independent 
motor which then powers an orthotic affixed to the 
hand that lacks muscle control.  A rack and pinion,  
attached to the brace, are used to produce hand mo-
tions.  The motor rotates the pinion that pushes the 
rack unit, creating a moment about the patient’s meta-
carpal joint.  This moment rotates the fingers, which 
are splinted together such that they move as one unit, 
enabling the hand to grasp an object.  An important 
feature is the maximization of the range of grasp, and 
the minimization of the fixture size for aesthetic pur-
poses. 

SUMMARY OF IMPACT 
This prototype was developed for a patient with 
quadriplegia, who wanted to grip and release one of 
his hands to be able to drink from a glass, write and 
pick up objects. The device uses the patient’s intact 
motor ability in the biceps and shoulder muscles, and 
is powered via a simple forward/reverse switch.  The 
working prototype enables the patient to hold a vari-
ety of cup sizes and bring them to his mouth in proper 
orientation.  The simple switch allowed him to control 
finger rotation. 

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION 
Criteria for the prototype were that it have three inte-
grated functions: finger manipulation, forearm rota-
tion, and maintenance of a rigid wrist.  First, it would 
have to manipulate the fingers in a grasping motion.  
Secondly, it would have to splint the wrist to orient it 
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Figure 16.12.  Claw Design Concept. 
or the grasping position.  Thirdly, it would have to 
eorient the forearm, rotating it about 90 degrees to-
ard the body.   

he design of the Hand Assist was based on a conven-
ional amputee myoelectric arm.  Almost every ampu-
ee arm utilizes a claw-type device that emulates fin-
ers and pivots about a single point.  Figure 16.12 
hows this claw design, which maintains the natural 
urvature of the fingers, and induces a rotation about 
he metacarpal joint.  This design allows for finger 

anipulation while maintaining a rigid wrist.  The 
orrect forearm orientation is accomplished through 
he use of a splint. 

hen the patient’s hand was held in the desired 
rasping position, his thumb joint was immobile and 
as in a posture not conducive to grasping.  Thus, it 

ecame necessary to build an artificial thumb, or a 
rop that would react against the force of the rotating 
igits, as shown as part E in Figure 16.13.  It was im-
ortant that the device not induce more than 0.68 psi 
f pressure on the patient’s skin, to prevent skin irrita-
ion and inflammation.  A prefabricated fully padded 
luminum brace  was incorporated.   
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ing for the angular rotation of the arm versus the de-
sired translation of the rack. The grasp inducing rack 
(part C) is made of brass and purchased from Ohio 
Belting & Transmission Co.  The mechanism allows 
the motor power to be transformed to a moment arm 
about the metacarpal joint.   

The motor has a gear head reducer that lowers the ro-
tational speed of the motor to approximately 14 RPM.  
The pinion is made of 5/8” steel wire that was ma-
chined to the spindle specifications.  The rack is long 
enough so that the motor and pinion are near the el-
bow.  The housing of the rack unit is mounted on a 
brace; this was required to stabilize, support, guide 
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Figure 16.13.  Final Design of the Handgrip. 
 

he patient’s wheelchair and controlled with his 
houlder motion.  An attached 9.6 V battery allows 
urrent to flow to a single motor.  This motor is able to 
urn either way, and thus induce the pushing and 
ulling of a rack that forces a moment arm at the 
etacarpal joint of the user.   

he final prototype is shown in Figure 16.14.  It in-
ludes four main parts:  a finger fixture (part A), a 
oment linkage (part B), a grasp inducing rack (part 
), and a brace fixture (part D).  The electric assembly 

ncludes:  1) a two way toggle switch featuring spring 
eturn to neutral position, with reed contact due to 
mall amperage of circuit, 2) a pushbutton enclosure 
or the toggle switch, 3) a micro motor with gear re-
uction assembly, 4) a stainless steel motor enclosure 
ith hinge attached, and 5) a 9.6 volts DC recharge-

ble battery with recharger. 

he finger fixture (part A) consists of flexible plastic 
inger rings that are connected to each other so that 
he fingers move as a unit.  A lower digit stabilizer, 

ade of aluminum, is connected to the moment arm, 
nd a single aluminum extension across the middle 
inger ring holds the flexible finger rings to the lower 
igit stabilizer.  The moment linkage (part B) is made 
f aluminum.  It was machined to be made thin 
nough to float inside the slot of the rack, compensat-

and protect the rack.  The base brace (part D) is a 
padded single-spine prefabricated aluminum brace 
with nylon Velcro adjustment straps.  No break was 
allowed in the brace fixture, to ensure wrist complete 
immobility.  The brace fixture is used to mount the 
finger fixture and the wrist rack, and provides a 
mounting place for the motor, racks and gearbox.  A 
Velcro upper arm harness,  attached to the base brace, 
controls the client’s forearm pronation/supination.  
This allows the client to grasp a wide range of object 
sizes.  The thumb prop, made of aluminum, is affixed 
to the upper portion of the forearm fixture.  A spongy 
rubber covering, glued onto the prop area, is used for 
raised friction and padding.   

The cost of parts is about $600. 

 

Figure 16.14.  Final Hand Assist Prototype. 
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	Consulting Physical Therapist:  Meredith Reinhardt
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
	I

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	I
	INDIVIDUALIZED WHEELCHAIR WORKSTATION
	
	Student Designers:  Karl Kuriger and Michael Moses
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	PAGE TURNER FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES
	
	Student Designer:  Thomas E. Mann Jr.
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	BED-WHEELCHAIR TRANSFER SYSTEM
	
	Student Designers:  Tiffany Bristow, Todd Esse, Nathaniel Getzel, Frank Robertson and Alex Roxin
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	PANTS AIDING DEVICE: AN ASSISTIVE CHAIR TO FACILITATE DRESSING AND UNDRESSING
	
	Student Designers:  Joshua L. Donay, Albert Ruiz, Eugene Detke and James Smith
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	A TELEPHONE CONTROL UNIT TO FACILITATE DIALING AND ANSWERING
	
	Student Designers:  Scott Woeppel, Tim Gelnett, Tomas Czerwinski, Tom Seitz and Arvind Bhonghir
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	C
	CELLO SUPPORT: A WHEELCHAIR ATTACHMENT FOR CELLO PLAYING
	
	Student Designers:  Matthew Gounis and Andrew Tyo
	Client Coordinator:  Professor John A. Neal, Ph.D.
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Technical Advisors:  Daniel Cook, Kenneth Peebles and Roger Teagarden
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	HEATED GLOVES
	
	Student Designer:  Wayne A. Willis
	Client Coordinator:  Chad Welles, Manzella Glove Company
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	ADAPTIVE TV REMOTE CONTROLLER
	
	Designers:  Alison Callaghan and Rajah Gray
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	H
	HYDRAULIC WHEELCHAIR SEAT TO FACILITATE TRANSFERS
	
	Student Designers:  Christopher Granelli and Keith Donaldson
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	ENTRY & EXIT AID FOR AN ADULT CAR SEAT
	
	Designers:  Kristin Hatch and Joseph Segreto
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	THE GRAPPLING WALKING CANE: A DEVICE TO FACILITATE WALKING AND OBJECT ACQUISITION
	
	Student Designers:  Eugene Darlak and David Palen
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	RELEASABLE KNEE IMMOBILIZER FOR PATIENTS WITH KNEE INJURY
	
	Student Designer:  Timothy M. McAvinney
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	MEAL TRANSPORTER HOT PLATE FOR MEALS ON WHEELS
	
	Student Designers:  David Messing, Sean Miller and Paul Shapiro
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	AUTOMATED PAGE TURNER
	
	Student Designers:  Mark Forest, Matt Kelly, Jeff Olenjniczak and Brian Rasbach
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	AUTOMATED DOLL HOUSE
	
	Student Designer:  David Johnston and Mark W. O’Connor
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	A SELF-SHIFTING SEAT CUSHION TO PREVENT BED SORES
	
	Student Designers:  David J. Halady, Richard A. Walpole and Daniel P. Wiegand
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	HEIGHT ADJUSTABLE WHEELCHAIR TO FACILITATE HORIZONTAL TRANSFERS
	
	Student Designers:  Clifford J. Solowiej, Jeremy Francis and Jon Bechtel
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	ELECTRIC FINGER TO TURN ON THE STENTIEN SYSTEM
	
	Student Designer:  Chung Park
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	HAND SPORT SUPPORT
	
	Designer:  Mark Hepworth
	Supervising Professor:  Joseph C. Mollendorf, Ph.D.
	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department
	State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260-4400
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	TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
	
	
	
	
	College of Engineering
	Bioengineering Program
	College Station, TX  77843
	Principal Investigator:
	William A. Hyman (409) 845-5532
	w-hyman@tamu.edu






	AN AUTOMATED SIDE-BY-SIDE REFRIGERATOR DOOR OPENER
	
	Designers: Katie Allen and Christopher Howard
	Client Coordinator: Cheryl Linn
	United Cerebral Palsy of Greater Houston
	Supervising Professor: W.A. Hyman
	Biomedical Engineering Program
	Texas A&M University
	College Station, Texas 77843
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	PORTABLE PARALLEL BARS FOR CHILDREN WITH WALKING DIFFICULTIES
	
	Designers:  Gretchen Meyer and Emily Stephenson
	Client Coordinator: United Cerebral Palsy Institute of Greater Houston
	Supervising Professor: WAY. Hyman
	Biomedical Engineering Program
	Texas A&M University
	College Station, Texas 77844
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	PORTABLE PARALLEL BARS WITH A TEXTURED WALKWAY
	
	Designers: Lisa Foster and Lisa Magliolo
	Client Coordinator: Gretta Cherry
	United Cerebral Palsy of Greater Houston
	Supervising Professor: W. A. Hyman
	Biomedical Engineering Program
	Texas A&M University
	College Station, Texas 77844
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	AN ADJUSTABLE TABLE FOR
	CHANGING OLDER CHILDREN
	
	Designers: Elisabeth Neely and Bincy Paulose
	Client Coordinator: Liz Crawford
	Therapist, College Station Independent School District
	Supervising Professor: W.A. Hyman
	Biomedical Engineering Program
	Texas A&M University
	College Station, Texas 77843
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	AN ELECTRONIC BLOCK TOY
	
	Designer: John Holcomb
	Client Coordinator: Teressa Edmonds
	United Cerebral Palsy of Greater Houston
	Supervising Professor: W.A. Hyman
	Department of Biomedical Engineering
	Texas A&M University
	College Station, Texas 77843
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	A REFRIGERATOR DOOR ADAPTATION FOR ADULTS IN WHEELCHAIRS
	
	Designers: Elisabeth Neely and Bincy Paulose
	Supervising Professor: W.A. Hyman
	Department of Biomedical Engineering
	Texas A&M University
	College Station, Texas 77840
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	MODIFIED TRICYCLE AND WAGON FOR CHILDREN IN WHEELCHAIRS
	
	Designers: Melissa Melton and Anna Whitehead
	Client Coordinator: Lynn Anfinson
	Special Education Coordinator, College Station Independent School District
	Supervising Professor: W.A. Hyman
	Department of Biomedical Engineering
	Texas A&M University
	College Station, Texas 77843
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	Tricycle Assembly
	Wagon Assembly







	COLLAPSIBLE REHABILITATION STEPS
	
	Designers: Price Bradshaw III and Robert Meltzer
	Client Coordinator: United Cerebral Palsy of Houston
	Supervising Professor: W.A. Hyman
	Department of Biomedical Engineering
	Texas A&M University
	College Station, Texas 77843
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	UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE
	
	
	
	
	College of Engineering
	Department of Mechanical Engineering
	Newark, Delaware 19716
	Principal Investigator:
	Dick Wilkins (302) 831-2006
	wilkins@me.udel.edu






	A BEACH WHEELCHAIR TRANSPORTER FOR
	HANDICAPPED CHILDREN
	
	Designers:  Robert Banks, Chris Lawler, Cleveland Dargan, and Kevin Stolfo
	Client Coordinator:  Carol Barlow
	Harbor Health Care and Rehabilitation Center
	Supervising Professors:  Drs. M. Keefe, D. Wilkins, A. Parvizi-Majidi
	Department of Mechanical Engineering
	University of Delaware
	Newark, DE  19716
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	EASY ACCESS
	
	Designers:  Tim Clark, Keith Metzger, Eric Ramos, Steven Rosenberg
	Client Coordinators:  Vince Evans, Pat Moore
	Supervising Professors:  Drs. Dick Wilkins, Michael Keefe, Suresh Advani
	Department of Mechanical Engineering
	University of Delaware
	Newark, DE
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	UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS LOWELL
	
	
	
	
	James B. Francis College of Engineering
	Assistive Technology Program
	One University Ave.
	Lowell, Massachusetts 01854
	Principal Investigators:
	Donn A. Clark, (978) 934-3341
	Donn_Clark@uml.edu






	MORSE CODE TO TELEPHONE CONVERTER
	
	Designer: Marc Todd
	Supervising Professor: Donn A. Clark
	Department of Electrical Engineering
	University of Massachusetts-Lowell
	Lowell, MA 0 1854
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	KEYPAD PROGRAMMABLE ELECTRONIC DOOR STRIKE
	
	Designer: Scott Brownstein
	Client Coordinator: Prof. Donn Clark, Assistive Technology Program
	Supervising Professor: Mr. Alan Rux
	Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
	University of Massachusetts Lowell
	Lowell, MA 01854
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	ADAPTATION OF A RADIO REMOTE CONTROLLER
	
	Designer: Laura Zimmer
	Client Coordinator: Prof. Donn Clark, Assistive Technology Program
	Supervising Instructor: David Wade
	Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
	University of Massachusetts - Lowell
	Lowell, MA 01854

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	VOICE CONTROLLED PHONE DIALER
	
	Designer: John Otto Schenk
	Client Coordinator: John Otto Schenk
	Supervising Professor: Donn A Clark
	Department of Electrical Engineering
	University of Massachusetts at Lowell
	Lowell, MA 01854
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	COMPUTER CONTROLLED SPEAKER TELEPHONE
	
	Designer: Rick Bouley
	Client Coordinator: Prof. Donn Clark, Assistive Technology Program
	Supervising Instructor: Alan Rux
	Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
	University of Massachusetts Lowell
	Lowell, MA 01854

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	VOICE ACTIVATED ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL UNIT
	
	Designer: Gregg Browinski
	Supervising Professor: Donn Clark
	Assistive Technology Program
	Electrical Engineering Department
	University of Massachusetts at Lowell
	Lowell, MA 01854
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
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	COMPUTER INTERFACE FOR HOSPITAL BED CONTROL
	
	Designer: Bob Hughes
	Client Coordinator: Prof. Donn Clark, Assistive Technology Program
	Supervising Professor: Alan Rux
	Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
	University of Massachusetts Lowell
	Lowell, MA 01854

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
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	VOICE OPERATED WHEELCHAIR USING DIGITAL SIGNAL PROCESSING TECHNOLOGY
	
	Designer: Walter R. McGuire Jr.
	Supervising Professor: Professor Donn A. Clark
	Assistive Technology Program
	Department of Electrical Engineering
	The University of Massachusetts at Lowell
	Lowell, MA  01851
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	V
	VOICE ACTIVATED WHEELCHAIR LIFT SWITCH
	
	Designer: Walter R. McGuire Jr.
	Supervising Professor: Professor Donn A. Clark
	Assistive Technology Program
	Department of Electrical Engineering
	The University of Massachusetts at Lowell
	Lowell, MA  01851
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	M
	MOTORIZED EXERCISE BICYCLE
	
	Client Coordinator: Prof. Donn Clark, Assistive Technology Program
	Supervising Professor: Alan Rux
	Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
	University of Massachusetts Lowell
	Lowell, MA 01854
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	WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROLLER
	
	Designer: Nancy Donahue
	Client Coordinator: Margaret Mahoney, Anne Sullivan Center, Early Intervention Program, Tewksbury, MA
	And Donn Clark, Assistive Technology Program
	Supervising Professor: David Wade
	Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
	University of Massachusetts Lowell
	Lowell, MA 01854
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	UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AT CHATTANOOGA
	
	
	
	
	College of Engineering and Computer Science
	Chattanooga, TN  37403
	Principal Investigator:
	Edward H. McMahon (423) 755-4771
	Ed.McMahon@utc.edu






	WHEELCHAIR LIFT
	
	Designers: M. Bishop, B. Gipson, J. Heywood, J. Lewis, H. Sinson
	Client Coordinator: Molly Littleton
	Supervising Professor: Dr. Edward H. McMahon
	College of Engineering and Computer Science
	University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
	Chattanooga, TN 37403
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	T
	TUMBLE FORM LIFT
	
	Designers Brian Collins, Richard Collins, Yong Su Kim, Robert Meeks
	Client Coordinator: Judy Kurtz, Dr. Rick Rader
	Supervising Professor: Dr. Edward H. McMahon
	College of Engineering and Computer Science
	University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
	Chattanooga, TN 37403
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	Frame:
	Linear Actuator:
	Lifting Spoon:
	Spoon Support:







	ROTATING TASK TABLE FOR FOUR
	
	Designers: B. Dakin, K. Green, D. Leinart, B. Stone
	Client Coordinator: Jennifer Chase and Rick Rader
	Supervising Professor: Dr. Edward H. McMahon
	College of Engineering and Computer Science
	University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
	Chattanooga, TN 37403
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	SUNSHINE ON DEMAND
	
	Designers: Mike Lawson, Don Holmes, Greg Iles, Ken Cox
	Client Coordinator: Karen Lasseter, Dr. Rick Rader
	Supervising Professor: Dr. Edward H. McMahon
	College of Engineering and Computer Science
	University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
	Chattanooga, TN 37403
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	P
	PAIN-O-METER
	
	Designers: Tim Cunnyngham, Deanna Dailey, Mahssa Eftekhar, Doug McAlister
	Client Coordinator: Dr. Rick Rader
	Supervising Professor: Dr. Edward H. McMahon
	College of Engineering and Computer Science
	University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
	Chattanooga, TN 37403
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	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	MOTORIZED SWING
	
	Designers: Scott Daniels, Jason McGlohon, Jason Hooper, Verle B. Thompson III
	Client Coordinator: Laura Meyers, Dr. Rick Rader
	Supervising Professor: Dr. Edward H. McMahon
	College of Engineering and Computer Science
	University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
	Chattanooga, TN 37403
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	UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO
	
	
	
	
	College of Engineering
	Department of Mechanical, Industrial and �Manufacturing Engineering
	Toledo, Ohio, 43606-3390
	Principal Investigators:
	Nagi Naganathan, (419) 530-8210
	nagi.Naganathan@utoledo.edu
	Mohamed Samir Hefzy, Ph.D., PE.  (419)-530-8234
	mhefzy@eng.utoledo.edu






	WHEELCHAIR STAIR LIFT SYSTEM
	
	Designers: Steven Zetts, Hamad Nasser Al-Ajmi, Takeshi Maeda, Shawn Weaver, Mechanical Engineering Students �    and Heng Aik-Hoong, Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences Student
	Client Coordinator:  Dr. Gregory Nemunaitis, Department of Rehabilitative Medicine, Medical College of Ohio
	Supervising Professors: Dr. Nagi Naganathan and Dr. Donald Leo
	Department of Mechanical, Industrial & Manufacturing Engineering
	The University of Toledo
	Toledo, Ohio, 43606
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	FOLDING SHOWER/COMMODE CHAIR
	
	Designers: Theodore Mosler, Matthew Beier, Nathan Newlove, Ahmad Al-Jasem, Ali Al-Luqman, Ahmad Awad,�    Bachmai Cao, Mathew Steiner, Tynesha Wells, Ling Mei Wong
	Client Coordinator: Dr. Gregory Nemunaitis, Department of Rehabilitative Medicine, Medical College of Ohio
	Supervising Professors: Dr. Donald Leo and Dr. Nagi Naganathan
	Department of Mechanical, Industrial & Manufacturing Engineering
	The University of Toledo
	Toledo, Ohio, 43606
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	GRASS  FUNCTIONING  WHEELCHAIR TIRE  ASSEMBLY
	
	Designers: James Johnson, Anthony Kehres, Mohamad Badreddine, Faisal Omar Mahroogi,
	Client Coordinator:  Dr. Gregory Nemunaitis
	Rehabilitative Medicine, Medical College of Ohio and St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center
	Supervising Professor: Dr. Nagi Naganathan
	Department of Mechanical, Industrial & Manufacturing Engineering
	The University of Toledo
	Toledo, Ohio, 43606

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	HAND  POWERED BIKE
	
	Designers: Justin Daugherty, Omar Alzaffin, Steven Emerick, Easa Obaid Al-Suwaidi
	Client Coordinator: Dr. Gregory Nemunaitis, Department of Rehabilitative Medicine, Medical College of Ohio
	Supervising Professors: Dr. Nagi Naganathan and Dr. Donald Leo
	Department of Mechanical, Industrial & Manufacturing Engineering
	The University of Toledo
	Toledo, Ohio, 43606
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	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	HAND ASSIST
	
	Designers: Jill Phillips, Julia Lintern, Jill Scandridge, Mechanical Engineering Students
	and Seth Carmody, Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences Student
	Client Coordinator: Dr. Gregory Nemunaitis, Department of Rehabilitative Medicine, Medical College of Ohio
	Supervising Professors: Dr. Donald Leo
	Department of Mechanical, Industrial & Manufacturing Engineering
	The University of Toledo
	Toledo, Ohio, 43606
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	UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY
	
	
	
	
	College of Education
	Center for Persons with Disabilities
	Logan, Utah
	Principal Investigators:
	Frank Redd, Ph.D.  (801) 797-1981
	redd@cc.usu.edu




	Marvin G. Fifield, Ph.D.  (801) 797-1981


	TRANSFER LIFT
	
	Designers: Maury Flake, Rich Geddes, Blaine Thurgood
	Client Coordinator: Richard Escobaq USU AT Development and Fabrication Laboratory, Center for Persons with Disabilities
	Supervising Professor: DK Thomas H. Frank
	Mechanical &Aerospace Engineering Department
	Utah State University
	Logan, Utah 84322
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	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	A
	ASSISTIVE SHOPPING DEVICE
	
	Designers: Jerilyn Downs, Chris Potteq Devan Slade, Eric Staker
	Client Coordinator: Richard Escobaq USU AT Development and Fabrication Laboratory, Center for Persons with Disabilities
	Supervising Professor: Dr J. Clair Batty
	Mechanical &Aerospace Engineering Department
	Utah State University
	Logan, Utah 84322

	INTRODUCTION
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	H
	HAND-POWERED TRICYCLE
	
	Designer: Jim Kinsley
	Client Coordinator: Richard Escobaq USU AT Development and Fabrication Laboratory, Center for Persons with Disabilities
	Supervising Professors: Dr. Beth Foley, Department of Communicative Disorders, Ms. Amy Henningsen, Occupational Therapist, Center for Persons with Disabilities
	Utah State University
	Logan, Utah 84322

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRTPTION

	TEEN JOYSTICK-CONTROLLED GO-CART
	
	Designer: Rich Kauer
	Client Coordinator: Richard Escobaq USU AT Development and Fabrication Laboratory, Center for Persons with Disabilities
	Supervising Professors: Dr. Beth Foley, Department of Communicative Disorders, Ms. Amy Henningsen, Occupational Therapist, Center for Persons with Disabilities
	Utah State University
	Logan, Utah 84322

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	TOY JEEP ADAPTATION
	
	Designers: Troy Kunzler, Cameron Evans, Shawn Hawk, Eric Worthen
	Client Coordinator: Dr Richard Baer; Center for Persons with Disabilities
	Supervising Professors: Dr. Beth Foley, Department of Communicative Disorders, Ms. Linda Chisholm, Center for Persons with Disabilities, Ms. Amy Henningsen, Occupational Therapist, Center for Persons with Disabilities
	Utah State University
	Logan, Utah 84322

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	ASSESSMENT AND REMEDIATION TOOL FOR PHONOLOGICAL DISORDERS
	
	Designer: Cameron Evans
	Client Coordinator: Dr. Beth Foley, Department of Communicative Disorders
	Supervising Professors: Dr: Ben Abbott, Electrical and Computer Engineering, Dr Boyd Israelson, Electrical and Computer Engineering DI: Nicholas Flann, Computer Science, Dr. Beth Foley, Department of Communicative Disorders
	Utah State University
	Logan, Utah 84322
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	USER INTERFACES







	DYNAMIC SEAT CUSHION
	
	Designers: Brian Anderson, Gary Malmgren, and Trent Gunnell
	Client Coordinator: Dr. Richard Baer, Department of Communicative Disorders
	Supervising Professors: Dr. Beth Foley, Department of Communicative Disorders, Ms. Linda Chisholm, Center for Persons with Disabilities, Ms. Amy Henningsen, Occupational Therapist, Center for Persons with Disabilities
	Utah State University
	Logan, Utah 84322

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	JOYSTICK-CONTROLLED MOTORIZED TOY VEHICLE
	
	Designers: Cheryl Freeman, Jeremy Freeman, and Paul Rew
	Client Coordinator: Mr. Richard Escobar; USU AT Development and Fabrication Laboratory
	Supervising Professor: Dr Steve Folkman, Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Utah State University
	Logan, Utah 84322
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION


	WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY
	
	
	
	
	College of Engineering
	Department of Mechanical Engineering
	School of Medicine
	Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation
	261 Mack Blvd
	Detroit MI 48201
	Principal Investigator:
	Bertram N. Ezenwa, Ph.D. (313) 993 0649
	bertram_nworah@msn.com






	MODIFICATION TO THE EVAC CHAIR
	
	Designers:  Carl Kaiser, Kevin Tomaszewski
	Supervising Professor:  Dr. Bertram N. Ezenwa
	Departments of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, and Mechanical Engineering,
	Wayne State University Detroit, MI 48201

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	WHEELCHAIR INGRESS/EGRESS BRUISE PREVENTION
	
	Designer: Mark Piekny
	Supervising Professor:  Dr. Bertram N. Ezenwa
	Departments of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, and Mechanical Engineering,
	Wayne State University Detroit, MI 48201

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	DESIGN OF FORCE FEEDBACK SYSTEM FOR STROKE PATIENTS
	
	Designers:  John Bowlby, Mark Fox, Tim Puente
	Supervising Professor:  Dr. Bertram N. Ezenwa
	Departments of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, and Mechanical Engineering,
	Wayne State University Detroit, MI 48201

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	ACTIVITY ENABLING ENVIRONMENT
	
	Designers:  Jacqueline Henderson, Linda LaFleur
	Supervising Professor:  Dr. Bertram N. Ezenwa
	Departments of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, and Mechanical Engineering,
	Wayne State University Detroit, MI 48201
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	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION


	WRIGHT STATE UNIVERSITY
	
	
	
	
	College of Engineering and Computer Science
	Department of Biomedical and Human Factors Engineering
	Dayton, Ohio 45435-0001
	Principal Investigator:
	Chandler A. Phillips (937) 775-5044
	chandler.phillips@wright.edu
	David B. Reynolds (937) 775-5044






	THE TOILEVATOR
	
	Designers:  Sherry Kunovic, Steve Poelzing, Tonya Skidmore
	Supervising Professor: Dr. Thomas Hangartner
	Department of Biomedical and Human Factors Engineering
	Wright State University
	Dayton, Ohio  45435-0001

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	MULTIPLE RAMP EYE TRACKING DEVICE
	
	Designers:  Josh Noble, Anupam Bedi
	Client Coordinator:  Kim Potter
	Supervising Professor:  Dr. Ping He
	Department of Biomedical and Human Factors Engineering
	Wright State University
	Dayton, Ohio  45435-0001

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	P
	PROSTHETIC ALIGNMENT DEVICE
	
	Designers:  James Marous, Brian Ruhe
	Supervising Professor:  Dr. D.B. Reynolds
	Department of Biomedical and Human Factors Engineering
	Wright State University
	Dayton, Ohio  45345-0001

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTIONS

	A SWITCH DRIVEN MOTOR CONTROLLED ARM FOR POSITIONING A COMMUNICATION DEVICE ON A WHEELCHAIR
	
	Designers:  Yogesh Patel, Angelo M. Ripepi, Nedim L. Tosyali
	Supervising Professor: Dr. Blair Rowley
	Department of Biomedical and Human Factors Engineering
	Wright State University
	Dayton, Ohio  45435-0001

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

	B
	BENCH ALIGNMENT AND MEASUREMENT DEVICE
	
	Designers:  Eric Day, Amy Judy
	Supervising Professor:  Dr. David Reynolds
	Department of Biomedical and Human Factors Engineering
	Wright State University
	Dayton, Ohio  45435-0001

	INTRODUCTION
	SUMMARY OF IMPACT
	TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION


	INDEX

